
 

 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

Hi there? Hope you are good.  

In this class you will learn skim for main ideas and scan details. 

You will also integrate skills to communicate in writing your answers about both the 

text and your thoughts an ideas about the topic. 

 

 

A GENERATION GAP? 

Liam (16) 

Young people aren´t treated fairly by the media. Every day there´s something negative in the 

papers about people of my age -stuff like antisoacial behaviour, or drugs, or fights between 

gangs. The media create the idea that young people don´t have enough respect for other 

members of society  and, that all they care about is having a good time. Well, all I know is that my 

friends aren´t like that. 

New technology is one of the things that make it harder for the different generations to 

understand each other. Things like social networking sites are an everyday part of my life, but 

they´re a mystery to a lot of people of my parent´s age. Little things like that add to a sense of 

separation. 

 

John (59) 

Lots of people of my age seem to think the country´s going to the dogs, but I tell them they´re 

looking at the past through rose-coloured glasses. They say young people today are more 

individualistic, or even selfish, than in the past, and that their sense of right and wrong isn´t as 

strong as that of older people. There might be a little bit of truth in that, but in general I think the 

differences are exaggerated. I know I don´t look at my own kids, who are 19 and 23, and wish 

they were more like I was at their age.  

One thing that worries me slightly, though, is the possibility that kids today don´t appreciate what 

they´ve got. Young people in Britain have more money to spend than they did 50 years ago, and 

more choices available to them, but I don´t think they´re happier than we were. 

 

Sally (85) 

Of course there´s a gap between people my age and the younger generations. British people of 

my age have lived through a war, and many  of us can remember poverty of a kind that hardly 

exists these days, at least in Britain. That really shapes your outlook on life. Most young people 

growing up today have never known harship, so they´re les likely to appreciate what they´ve got. 

I´m sure youngsters´behaviour hasn´t got worse in every way, but I do think some of them lack 

respect for authority. They don´t have enough disciplne. My granddaughter is a teacher, and tells 

me awful stories about some of the children in her school. In my day it would have been 

unthinkable to behave like they do – we would have got the cane, and rightly so. 

 

 



 

A GENERATION GAP? 

 

Activity 2 

Decide for which of the three people (Liam, John, Sally) the following statements are true. 

1. They mention other people of a similar age. 

2. They mention economic changes. 

3. They mention an idea other people have about young people, which they don’t  

    (or don’t entirely) agree with. 

 

Activity 3 

Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F), or if the text doesn’t say (D). 

1. Liam thinks his friends are similar to the young people who are often written about in the  

    newspapers. 

2. Sally thinks life is harder for young people today than it was when she was growing up. 

3. John totally disagrees with the idea that young people are more individualistic or selfish than 

    they used to be. 

4. Liam tries to avoid reading newspapers. 

5. John has a more positive opinion of young people than some other people of his age. 

6. From what her granddaughter tells her, Sally thinks schoolchildren today behave worse than  

   they did when she was at school. 

7. None of the three people give an example of how young people today behave better than they 

   did in the past. 

8. Liam regularly uses social networking websites. 

 

Activity 4 

Provide answers as complete as posible for the following questions. 

1. What is the idea about young people that John thinks there might be ‘a little bit of truth´in? 

2. In what way does Liam think technology can add to a sense of separation between the   

    generations? 

3. What does John not wish? 

4. There is a similarity between something Sally says about young people and, according to  

    Liam, an idea the media have about young people. What is it? 

 

Questions to reflect  on : Please put your answers in writing. Mind your grammar and 

vocabulary. 

What is most difficult for me in this task? Most confusing? What can I change now to 

adjust to these? 

How did ideas in class today relate to previous class sessions/topics? 


